
Search Techniques for OVID Users 
 
Searching using subject headings 
 

1. Type a word or phrase in the search box and click on . 
2. Your search will be mapped to the most relevant subject heading/s.  Select one by 

ticking in the box to the left of it and click on  . 
 
 
Searching using free text 
 

1. Remove the tick from the box next to ‘Map term to subject heading’ before you start 
your search. 

2. Type a word or phrase in the search box and click on  . 
3. Truncate a word using a dollar sign ($) to retrieve all variants on it, e.g ulcer$ will 

retrieve articles containing the following words: ulcer, ulcers, ulceration etc. 
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